
ASD5

Tuesday, June 1, 2021
4 p.m.

Reception

Randy Cole

Chris Collin

Debbie Copland

Beth Crollard

Toni Houbregs

Joan Lesman

Geri Scott

John Shay

Gayla Stewart

Kelly Stewart

Janice Williams

Richard Rasmussen



Aberdeen High School
Toni Houbregs

Debbie Copland



Toni Houbregs
Toni Houbregs retired from Aberdeen High School last 
year after 41  years in education. She had worked 
in our District since 1982 where she began her career at
McDermoth and Robert Gray Elementary Schools 
teaching physical education. 

She transferred to AHS in 1985. During her time at J.M. Weatherwax, 
she taught First Aide and coached various sports, including, Volleyball, 
Softball, and Intramurals. She also taught in the After School Program. 
Before coming to our District, she taught PE at both the Tumwater and 
Hoquiam school districts. 

. 



Debbie Copland
The vast majority of Debbie Copland’s 31 years 
with our district has been as the  office   
coordinator at Aberdeen High School where she 
has become an institution. 
She was an instructional assistant prior to 
becoming the AHS school secretary in 1994. 
She also worked as a swim assistant at the 
Natatorium in the early 1990s. Before coming to 
the high school, she worked at Hopkins Junior 
High and Stevens Elementary schools.

. 



A special thank you to Mrs. Copland from the Jostens Team



Stevens Elementary 
School

Chris Collin
John Shay



Chris Collin
Chris Collin has been with our district for 33.5 years – and all of 
that time she has been teaching students at Stevens 
Elementary School. She came to us in September of 1987. She 
has been a national board-certified teacher since 2019. In the 
1990s, she also taught elementary summer school. 



John Shay
John Shay was part of Maintenance and Operations in the 
Aberdeen School District for nine years. He began as a 
summer maintenance worker in 2013, and was then hired 
as a custodian at Miller Junior High School for the 2013-
2014 school year. He worked at Miller until 2015 when he 
transferred to Stevens Elementary School, where he 
worked until his retirement in April this year. 
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Joan Lesman
Joan Lesman has been a teacher in our district for 30 
years. 

She began at Stevens Elementary School and taught there 
from 1991 – 1994. She transferred to Miller Junior High 
School where, as they say, the rest is history. Joan taught 
Physical Education the bulk of her career, and Science this 
year. 

She also taught summer school and coached Track, 
Volleyball, Basketball and Cross Country for 12 years. 
Before coming to our district, she student taught in the 
Montesano and Hoquiam school districts.



Richard Rasmussen has worked the past three years for our district in 
both custodial and groundskeeping roles. He has worked at A.J. West 
Elementary and Miller Junior High as a custodian, and has worked as 
our 3-month groundskeeper for Maintenance during the summer. 

Richard Rasmussen



Robert Gray Elementary 
School

Janice Williams



Janice Williams
Janice Williams has been teaching in the 
Aberdeen School District for the past 24 years. 
She began her career as a substitute in 1996 
before joining us as a classroom teacher. 

Janice was hired in 1997 as a teacher and has 
been in classrooms at Robert Grays Elementary 
School for all of that time. In addition to her work 
in the classroom, Janice was one of our Math 
Olympiad coaches from 2012-2016. 



Central Park Elementary 
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Beth Crollard
Beth Crollard has been teaching in the Aberdeen School 
District for the past 31.7 years. 

Beth taught at A.J. West Elementary School for 17 years 
before transferring to Central Park Elementary where she 
has been ever since. Before coming to our district, she 
taught in Mesa, Arizona, during the 1989-1990 school year. 



Geri Scott
Geri Scott was with our district for 33 years before 
retiring earlier this year. 

She began as a substitute in 1987 and was hired as 
a teacher’s aide in 1988 at Miller Junior  High 
School. She transferred to Alexander Young 
Elementary  School in 1999 where she was the 
school secretary for seven years. When the 
Alexander Young School closed, she found her way 
back to Miller Junior High as the school office 
coordinator in 2006, and for the last 12 years of her 
time with us, she was the office coordinator at 
Central Park Elementary School.  



A.J. West Elementary 
School

Randy Cole
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Randy Cole
Randy Cole has been with the Aberdeen School 
District for 32 years – and all but two of them 
have been at A.J. West Elementary School. 

He started in September of 1989 as a teacher at 
Stevens Elementary School before transferring to A.J. West 
Elementary.

In addition to his work in the classroom, he has supported our 
students in a variety of ways. He coached various elementary 
intramurals including football, basketball, volleyball, spring 
activities, and Young Authors for almost 20 years. 



Last, but not least …

Kelly and Gayla Stewart



Kelly Stewart
Kelly Stewart has been a teacher in     

`         the Aberdeen School District for the 
past 31 years – and all of that time in the 
classroom has been at A.J. West Elementary 
School. He was hired in 1991. In addition to 
teaching, Kelly has coached Track, Boys and 
Girls Basketball, Cross Country and 
Intramurals at the elementary, junior high and 
high school levels – wherever he was 
needed. His coaching career spans 30 years. 
In addition, he has been a teacher in the 
Outdoor School and summer school 
programs for a number of years.

Gayla Stewart
Gayla Stewart has been a    
teacher in our district for 30 years. 

She began at Stevens Elementary School in 
1991 and transferred to A.J. West 
Elementary School in 1993, where she has 
been ever since. She is a national board 
certified teacher. In addition to her work in 
the classroom, she has been a computer 
tech coach, a building network support 
person, taught in the Outdoor School 
program, summer school, and was a Math 
Olympiad coach for many years. 

Fun fact about the Stewarts: Each has been recognized during their careers as an ASD5 Teacher of the Year



THANK YOU!
Thank you for helping to honor the careers of these 

amazing members of our school district.
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